g6        SHE  MADE  WORLD  CHAOS

late Lord President of the Council and crony of the detested
fire-eater, Palmerston, were extraordinary people to take as
companions on a family visit. In point of fact, Prince Albert,
with the entire approval of his wife, was anxious to make an
expert study of the Prussian political situation, which filled
him with unease, 'as it existed under the extremely reactionary
and almost vicious Manteuffel ministry.

Outwardly, the English invasion was heartily applauded
as the visitors passed through Berlin on their way to
Potsdam. Fritz had travelled to Magdeburg to meet them.
The ' darling child ' was waiting on the platform at Wildpark
station with a nosegay for her mother as the train drew in.
The sun was beating fiercely on the roof of the carriage, and
the Queen was tired, but she was quite cheered up when
Vicky stepped in and embraced them warmly. Among
other things, the Queen was able to tell her daughter of her
amusement when old Marshal Wrangel had greeted them at
Berlin and told them that Vicky was his ' Angel.'

' Another five minutes brought us to Potsdam,' says the
Queen in her diary. There was ' a guard of honour of
gigantic grenadiers with pointed caps and all the Princes and
Princesses. At the door of the station was the dear Prince of
Prussia. We got into carriages and drove up to Babelsburg.
. . . My sitting-room commands splendid views of the lake
and the lovely terraces. There were charming walks under
the trees and fountains on all the terraces. Vicky came and
sat with me. I felt as if she were my own.J

Babelsburg enchanted Vicky's mother. She described the
house as ' a Gothic bijou, full of furniture, and flowers
(creepers), which they arrange very prettily round screens,
and lamps, and pictures. There are many irregular turrets
and towers and steps/ The crowded rooms of Babelsburg
made her feel thoroughly at home.

Meanwhile, the news reached Berlin that Stochmar
was on his way to join the party at Babelsburg! So the
dangerous and iniquitous old Baron had been summoned to
confer with the English statesmen on Prussian affairs in
Prussia 1 Stockmar never came near Berlin on his own